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The reduction of existing- lexical itens tc shorter 
s has'generally teen discussed under the headings of *^acronyfis,^ 
)c-f orttations," and "clippingst" Two kinds of acrcnyf are fcond, 
letter^naming 'type (e- g* F'BI, YMCA) and the letter-sotnding type 

• OKESCO, CABE),- The latter type*Ktst be pionoisnceable within the 
otactic norfli3 of the language; thus it nay ccincide with an 

ting word, and soaietiraes the^ccincldence is favored for'the 
ntic association- The tarin "back-formation" has t€en applied to 
^ces in which an apparent suffix has been removed (e.g* edit 

editor) and ''clipping" to instances in which the matter removed 
ot a morpheme (e.g. gyo from gymndsion)^ This pap^r suggests that 

a distinction is not valid and uses the term "clipping" for 

• Clipping occurs mainly because people like to play witn 
uage and because language has. redtjrdant matter vhich can be 
ted* On the phonological side, certain preferences are seen: (1) 
clipped form is more likely to be ficm the beginning of the 

c% form than from the end or middle; (2) it falls intc one of* a . 
1 number of patterns; and**(3) it shews all the phonological 
traints which exist for longer words 6rammaticall y and 
nticallVr varioiTs innovations are possitle: the clipped form may 
dentical in meaning and function with the sctrce form, it may be 

restricted, or it may have a broader^meaning and/or a wider 
TOtical function* (Author/AMB) 
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Scholars who have dealV with Elwglish word-f cJxmaticJn, historically or 
synchronicaily (e.g. Jesperson 1909-49, Koziol 1937, Francis 1963, Ms^chand 
1969, Quirk at al. 1972, Adams 1973, Williams 1975), have all included some - 
discussion of coining words by abbreviation, generally under tfie headings 
of acronyms , back -fprmations . and cliooinns (Jespersen's "stump words"). . 
These topics, however', get compare tivety brief treatment in the total 
account of morphology-Marcharid, for example, devotes some 18 pages to them 
"in a book of 370 pages, Adarfs '13 out of 216 pages-r^nd the authors seem to 
be more t^oncer'ned v^ith givi^tg examples of the products than with exarSining 
'the processes. In this article I want to explore the ways in which' jigger 
words become shortened and how the results resemble the source words-- 
.phonologically, grammatically, and servant ically. The discussion is limited 

t 

to English, but the processes discussad are Iby no means so limited* 

In our daily use of language we produce and 'v.^ process numerous utterances, 
many of them trite pnd ^eckneycd, no doubt, but many' others are novel and ' 
fresh. Sentence production is, in general, a constant cr feat ion'. New wo'rds 
pome into existence much morr rarely,^ and they come in a limited number of 
ways. They may come into existence by pure inveption, but this is rare} 
kodak and nylon are the standard pxajnples. of words which seem' to have sprung 
full-blown from the minds of their originators." ■ More typically, new words 
are bc^rrowed frpm another lanquage or they are fo9hioned_ fr^ elements " 
already present in the longuegc. ' Pecoupnge and macrame 'will do as recent-^ 



\ 
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examples of words whicFi have been adopted from one language, Frenchi and 
acJapted to another language, English,* Tattlef^pe and whirlvbird are fairly 
recept examples of words which represent new arrangements of existing 
morphemes. In between the pure borrowing and the new composition of 
existing material pne may recognize another kind of neologism, words* 
concocted from Latin and Greek elements, such*as defenestration , vasoactive 
helicopter , and nsychedelic . But no strict., s^eparation of classical ^ 
combinations and native combinations is possible, for Latin, Greek, Old 
French and nstiA/e English often m^ freely; aorobusiness * biodegradable « ■ 
hyperactive , television , etc* ^ ^ ^ 

When\jqrds are'creatad by composition, It seems generally to be for 
the purpose of naming new phenomena, as in the case of helicop-ter , alias. 
whirlvbird T or aorobusincss . When words' are .created' by decompositic^, by 
shortening,' it is often a mtitter of finding a new designation for some 
phenomena or concept which already has a name (for example, copter from 
helicopter , aQrobiz from aorohusiness ) , but many times the new name comes 
to have a meaning of^ its own* ♦ 

Words may be mf:)de by decomposition aind compc^sition^-the so-called 
blonds, of which motel (motor 4 hotel ) , brunch ( bre^akfast + lunch ) « and 



smog ( srrfake + fog ) are well-knovvn examples,' I consider blends to be * 
multiple clippingi5 and will not discuss Lhem separately hereof The various 
kinds of word-shor^teninfj are intermixed in ^actual usage; radar is an^ 
acronym ( r ^a d io d^stection a_nd r^t^ngin^)* lidar is a blend of light and 
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\£gdm~B blend olF a word and an acronym; quasar { gu o s i s t o 1 l or ) is a blend 
6f two clippings; pulsftr { pulse f qua sar ) blends, a word with a clipping. 
But. are these classificetions really important? One suspects that any 
lexical noveity is likely to influence the formation of others, but in 
various ways. In H>ie paragrafjhs ^hat follow 1 discuss acronyms, back-formations, 



st that . the distinction 



and clippings, especially the last, and I sugge 
between back-fprmation is ncJt an essential one* 

An acronym is e v/ord which is devised from the v/ritten form of a 

lexical , construction, A construction, by j:Jefiniiion, cbnsists of more than 

> 

one fhorphome; a written xonstruction consists,' usually, of iDore than one ^ 

" * J, 

, ■ i 

written word; ao acronym is formed from the first letter or letters of each 

* * 

major word — but see below* There are two types of acronyms, the kind Jike 

USAt TBI, ICBil, in which one recites the first letter of o£ each najor word 

* * 
in the construction or major morpheme, ^ as in the case^ of ^n t^ r c on t i nr r\ t a 1 

Ballistic Missile t and the type like UNESCO, NATO, HUD,4n winich one "sounds 
I " , ■ / 

out** the initial letters or a little bit more* Both kind^ a're based on 

writing but influenced by speech; they do not make Contrastive. use of 

papital anri s^mall IptHsers (e»g» TBI vs» fbi) noi; of punctuation marks (rBl 

vs,^r*B,l,, for inslianceT) much less different kinds of" type, since such 

visual contrasts-d6 not transJfate irvto speech fliff?rencdD* 

' - ■ 

'The'lette*r-rccitntion tVpe -of ncronym, as has been' said* contains one 
letter for each majot vjord 'in the construction, but there is no obsolute 
, detcrmination'^of whtjt a mnjor word io, find tht^re nre a fevi instances of 
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two letters ocQurring for a single tJord, like tb (alternatively, t.b*) TB, 
or T»B» ) for tubgrculosis , ID for idnQtif icat^^on , and TV ^or television , 
Such acronyms ai^e pronounced with maximum stress on the last letter-^n^itie 



J 



(Vi3, ROld, YMCX); There are no constraints on \\\^\ letters may co-occuir, 

^ * ■ 

even repetitions of tho s^me letter being permittedt AAUP, ViM^ etc* The 
only constraint would seem to be in length, nost such acronyms containing 

i * 

between two and five letters* (5ix-lettet acronyms li^e SPBQSft, the 

Society for th e Preservation Earbfershop Qu^n'r^ct Singing in America , ar? 

facetious, ) Repeated letters may be vocalized wilth, the vjords double or 

triple : Triple- A for the An^erican AutOfnobile Association and other organizations, 

N ^double- A^C^P for the National Association for 'thb Advancenoir^t of Colored 

* People, I ^double- O"^r for the Intern^^tional Oxqanization of Odd Tellows , 

- The prjDijourced acronym is thus phonologically rathep remote, in many instances, 

from whg^ one v;ould say in the long form* The fact Ithat some acronyms are 

based on Latin (a^m,, p^r^,, M,D*, Ph#D,) coi^tribUtesVto the phonological 

distance between acronym and usual et|uivalent, as do Ithe vagafics*of Tnglish 

spelling (conpare atk»e for j^l^ kng.-jn ^ as }^ \ I 

) \ 

' The J Dttc resounding type of acronvp has to confor\ii to tho phqnotactid 

i ' I ' * 

norms of the langu^jget 5o, for txrimplnl the St^udnnt flAnvioTent Coordinntinn . 

Committee, v;hich could be just "S-M-C^ in one type of acronym, becomes, ih 

the other type of acronym, [snjk] with tne tvjo C's redlicnd to one value, [k], 

and a vowel imported. One' may ask why tnir» ptirticular voftrcly arvi wherR did 

it come from? WhLTi Ri-O-T-^, for the "Reserve Officers Training Cctpps, is 
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translated into the letter-Sounding type of acronym, it tnay be realized as " 

• ' ' *■ 

'[rQt:5si] or [ratsi], which suggests that there is considerable freedom as 

I . - . • . . ■ 

to what vnWel sound is added and whether ar not a vov/el souncf is added* 
* Little words J.ike £f and in, especially the former, may be used to feed 
in vowels when^ these" ^re , needed , or they may be ignored when no such need 
cueists; the Conares^ o f Racial toualitv becomes not CRt but CORE, which 
T is not £)nly pronounceable but an existing word; The Department of Transportation 
is DCTT; the Tfist of English as a_ Foreign LanQuace becomes TOEFL 
^t^'-^^^J "f ' TEFL [t£f?l] already means Teachiria English a_s a Foreign Lanauaog , . 

^a contrastinCj but obviously related designation* Various portions of the 
source term ?nay be included in the acronym; witness AME5LAN [jemJslk^n] ^ 1^3?*^"^ ^/?^\] 
■ , for American Sion Lannuaoe ; CREEP for the' infamous COTmittee to R^e^^e^lect 

t^he President ; such bureaucratic designations as the Navy*s AdComSubL^^nt 
' for Administrative Ccmrif-^nd , Suhmg^jrinQ Forces . Atlantic Flet^t ; such trade 
. ' ' namfis as Panagra, Socony, and Texacoj and such geographical ^names as 

Celmarva and Texarksna* , In many obvious cases the acronym does not ju&t 



* , " 'result" from an established ciame; rather, the source term is chosen in 



order to lead to a particular ficronym, not merely pronounceable hut in 
t'feDnje way significant* Jt is hard to imaging, for example, that the name 
^ Women - A^ppointed for Voluntf^er Erticroency Service j or'iginating^in V/orld War 

wa^ chosen for any purpose other thsn to yield WAVES, or that the term 
' l^iPOperativR for AmcrfTSnn Remittances to Europe could have been selected 



Except, to lead "to a more frequent appelation, CAPE* In smnfn^^ry, acronym^ 
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of the type we have called letter-sounding must be pronounceable within 
the existing cenons of pronounceability; being pronounceable ihey may 
coincide with existing words, and somjstimes such a coincidence is favored 
for the ser>antic association, Acr6nyms are se46ndary designations, * 
inasmuch as an acronym must be derived from a more, primitive name or term, ^ 
bi^ the scronyi;^ may well out-pcrforFp uod out-last its source* 

The term back formr^tion fias been devised to re;fer to obvious historical 
instances of one kind of shortening. The nouns editor , scavejio^ , sculptor 
existed first; the verbs edit , scaven_5g , sculpt, were created by cutti^ng 

away an apparent suffix* In our own ti«ies we have seen the same process 

applied to give us babysit fpom babysitter and buttle" from butler * 

Similarly, in 'Middle English the mass nouns pea_sg and ch_erisg_ w^re interpreted 

♦ 

as plural forms and new singular form^, p g^a and chern^, came Into existence* 
Back formation is, thsn, the oj^posite of composition in a way^but it xs 
■ Iil<e composition as a crrocess wh2fch confirms the exi^tertce of a paradigm, ^ • 

inflectiobal or deriv^ational, and adds a new" item to that paradigm* *It 

* ■ ■ . 

should' be noted, however, th^^t new constructions come inta existence without 

anything ever being cut awayi on the nodej. of nfirathoh, presumably, wc- hr^ve ^ 

fihon-athon , ^^ii*^thgn, vjalk^at^hnn ; Cavnlcadr lecids to motorcV^de ; Wnte.ri^atg 

i \ ■ ' - * 

is responsible, It^xically, for Korcaqate * Element^ lik6 -athoH t rrCtidtr, 

'^and - gate (with the meaning "political scandal"! ar6 what VJheel^r C4976) 

has aptly termed "as if'^ morphemes* * r • \, . * 

In the usual tre^itments of v;nrd-f ormatlon the .terirf^ Vorm^Ttion is 

. ' - 'T~''. ^ 
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us6d for in|5tanceS| like those just cited, in which the material removed 
has obvious statuses a morpheme, and the term clipping refers to subtraction 
of material which is not obviously morphemiC| as when oymnasium is reduced 
to qyni or telephone tb pbone * rThis distinction is not always so evidenti 

4 ^ ' 

howeverj does the verb enthuse come from enthusiasm or enthusiast * and in ^ 

.either case is the part removed a morpheme? There i| a verb liaise formed 

from liaison^ whst is the status of the portion cut off? Adama {l973r 135> 

\ ^ . 

restricts the term^ clipping to "the. process by vjhich 5 word of two or more 



syllables (usually^a noun) is^s^ortened without s change in its ifuncti6n, 

taking place," but, es will be, shown below, there are numerous instances 

of functional change, grammatical and semantic, which accompany the removal 

of phonic {aOd graphic) matter- thart has no morphemic status* 

Marchand (1969: 364-5) points out that, though examples of clipping 

can be found from 5r*ial<espea:re *s time on, the phenomenon is a modern onei 

favored by the "headline siiyle of neCjspapers with its cr^^^virKj for short 

words^*' Whatever the favoring fac*tor{s) may be, nj one can Vielp "noticing 

the frequency of clipped forms today* \}e hear about a disco , a pop concert, 

f 

a lube job; we hear something , described as delish or fafe) or marvv * You 
may recall the first time you encjountered one or more such abbreviated 

form^ Perhaps you heard a weather report on thq radio which included the 
news that the chance of prrcjp f pris I p] was near zero for that day, and 
you* understood immediately^ VJc can recognize three factors involved 
1 when a new clipped fonn is launched and is accepted as the etioivalcnt 



t 
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of its sourde word. First, .t!je short fcrrm has to resemble its source in some 

/ . . ■ 

fairly unambiguous way, Second, thf abbreviated fom appears in a context^ 
lingui-stic and/or pragmatic, in which tha source v;ord is customary and 
therefore in some sense anticipated* finally, there is the fact that we are 

useti to this phenomenon in our use of language* The process of clipping is 

/ 

Dot a one-time events nor is it haphazard* It is accomplished by certain 
processes which ate familiar to speaker and hearer (or waiter srid reader)* 

The fact tbat there are> processes is important, for many clippec) forms 
must be ephemeral op local ( Trlb for a particular newspaper, f or <a certain 
, theater. Caps for a hogkey team) or other*-^;ise specialized (Generally Qrtly 
garage ir^en refer to shpck absorbers as shocks ) * The products pf the processes 
do not have 't^^e le-^rned one by one* The*process ojT clipping is applied* 
obviously, to specific* lexical items but.it must be related to more general 
processes in the language v;hich ai^so yield shortened utterances* There are, 
for instance) phonological processes which result in the "slurred" pronunciation 
of sentences and formulas in frequent urfe: [gmt^rnnl as a rendition of Good 
morning t [wemxrij for Wait a minute , .pr the store clerk's [me 3 tlpyu] for 
May I Help vAj ?* This kind of shortening^ is utt^roRCn^ -snrcific * There is 

' ' f. ' 

another kind of phonic abbreviation which may be called Cont^xA-j^P.^f^jJic > % 
the deletion, of one or more scgnfcnts in a particular kind of environment* 
For example, a thrf^e-syllable'' pronunciation of farrtily, historV t memorV * sal^ary t 
altei;^nfTtes, with many of^ us, with a two-syllable pronunciation of the same 

V 

-words. The shortrr forms are derived from t!je longer by a single rule — 
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Toughly, delete an unstressed vowel in a posttpnic syllable" which is itself, 
followed by an unstressed syllable (see, Zwicky 1972 fdr a more precise 
description of this rule, Kypriotski 1970 for description ot another 
context-specific process., loss of initial unstressed syllables). Some 
historical clippings (e,g, bet, cute ^ fend ^ siill from abet t acute t defend > 
distill ) respectively) hay well have come atiout from such a phonologicel ^ 
process, but to understand the phenomenon of cli'Jiping we need to lc5ok 
farther, ^ " 

^nc^ther kind of shortening process, syntactic in rpture, called ellipsis , 

m 

applies to specific construction types* This appears to be more relevent 
-for our investigation* 'One, such instnnce of ellipsis deletes a noCin. after a 
modifying adjective or noun, mostly when the head rloun is a generic term and 
the modifier is specific* , -Thus, in X'd. jj-X ?- 5PJ^^ Spanish * t the 

reference mey be to Spanish d^ions, sfpanish peanuts, Spanish wine, or whatever* 

4 

When the ellipted noun is plural dnd the modifier does not end" in sr sibilant 
consonant, the sign of plurality may move forvjard; so Bermudas equals 
Bermurta onions or Bermurlj ghorts , finals may mean final examin??tions , primeries 
can refer to primary elections t and so on* 

All these elliptic forms contain more inform-?tibn than they display* 
The full meanings are in the underlying source forms, the deep^ structures , 
vjhich are recoverable from context* It sometimes happens, however, that the 
heed noun becomeci lost- entirely/ and the priglnal motiifier takes on the meaning 
of the whole phrase* Who remembers now that a corsage was originally a 
corsage (i*e*( body) flown r t or that, a brownfitonn was once a brownntonn i^rO nt 
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ho use? . In similar fashion adjectives like capitrfl , periodical , privgte , 
princdnal , and variable have been promoted to the status of nouns by 
deletion of something following* , ' ^ 

After a phr|>se or compound^ntie^rgoes ellipsis, the result may in turn 

undergo clipping* Sometimes the path seems obviou'd'; a perrnanqnt vvave becomes, 
in some people^s English, a pernanQnt , which becomes, in other people^s 
"Englishj^ a perrn , -In other instances the derivation is not so clear: ■ pv\} 
comes from public hpu c e ^ , but was there an intermediate Stage? rAnd if so, 
what w^s it? \0r does it matt^? One thing is certain: the greater the 
amount of phonic dele.tion, the greater the semantic load which is bcxrne' by 
v/hat remainsji We return to this theme below, \ , 

Why docs clipping occur? Bccayse people like, to play witVi language, 
and clipping is apparently as » pleasurable as pJhning, rhyming, alliter^-^tionj 
and the liko* Perhaps also because there is pleasure in fashion, prestige^ 
in being able to recognize and use linguistic noveities* First of all, though, 
because it is poss\ble; language has reduhdancy,^ and some redundant material 
can be removed without impeding comimunication » 

'IjOSS of ^ redundancy lends to loss of cont rastiveness » The v^rds Ifiborstory 
and liborr tion rxa quite different; la b and lib are quite similar, Homophony, 
complete loss of contraGt, is Common in clipped forms; n_d, depending> on context 
can stand for r dm inir^t ration or nrtvcrtisctnent ; sub does duty for sutmnring or 
substltuta ; yet means vtHnrnn or ve\erinnriajl > So, too, a clipped fortn may^ 
coincide with on existing word; bells now means bellbbltom trnur>c^rs in addition 



io i 

Kreidler, Creating New Words by Shortening 

toothings that rincf:* CGke^ con meon co_caine , and a temp^ may be a tCTporarv 

buildin_g_ ; and nark , .the clipped form of narcotics ^q c Tit is identical Aith 

an earlier word, of Australian origin, meaning *an annoying person' and 

* " * 

> wAh"a British slang term* ,of Romany^origin, fox 'a polioe ^informer' , i 
(Randont House Unabridged Dictionary, s^»v_»)f *- 



j|*ai 
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Though I have called clipping a process, it would be^ audacious to 



^ * 
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suggest that the process is simple and^ straightforward , somq^thing which can 

: ' ' - v.. 

be stated in an uncomplicated rule* Nobody can firedict whSt terms are likaly 

to be sb shortened nor how the shortened forms will *'catch on" and spread. 

Nor can tfie precise shape of the shortening be predicted, *where the" cut 

will be made, how much retained, how much discarded. However, investigation 
' ■ - ' ^ " " \ - 

show^ that some possibilities are greater than others. Thera aie.\arious 
probabilities when big words are creatively shortenedj 



Previous treatments of the topic have noted that most clipped forms 
come from the initial part of th^jir sdbrce words, some from" the f;Lnal 

portion, and a^^few from the middle, ' Actually, 1 know of only two examples 

\ * ^ ^ 

in which the clipping derives from the middle: fiu from influenza and fridoe 

from refrioerator * Adams (1973, p# 136) also cites script f oj ^prescription; 

I suspect thi^ is-as unfami^dar to most Americans ©s it is to me. As for 

thosQ which cot^e from the end of 'their\ respective' source Vxjrds, there is' a 

goodly number' df historical clippings to record: (g^)b et , Cviolin lc e ll o t 

Crac)coon, (^)gute, (de) fence, ( de ) fend , (e , o .). qi n(ff_) ^ (a) mend t {apjj pl yt 

*^ 

(o) pogsum t ( dg ) spite , (di ) spor t, (e ) spv * ( di ) still ♦ -^(hilsto r ^Yt, . (e) r.tr£tnoe t 

(at )te_n d, { cara ) ya n, ( ad ) venture , ( peri )wi q . The <]nly recer^t Examples I ' 

h .'»**'■ 
have cOTTie across erer ( hc^m ) hurqcr . CartDchoke , ( heli ) coptfur t ( ^an^droid . 

{canta_}lo££, ( chryr^^-^nthe ) mum t f tele ) phone t and Uir ) plgtnp * All others <*^" 

that can be dealt with hi3re come from tha i'nitial par,t of the source word. 
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Generally ^he clipped'form is, as one wauld expect, ^a prominent _part 

• " ' ■ ) 

of the source word, but it is not necessarily from the portion which has 

maxamum stress in the*source word,\ It may come from a part of the word 

) 

which has middle stress (Trager and Smith's tertiary stress, hete indicated 

by the grsive accent mark), as in lib t eration ) . math C ematj.cs ) . ( heli ) copter , 

I 

(tele ) phong ^ ^ ^ - t 

Most clipped forms are one syllable long; hacb^ lab , libt TJroQ t umo, 
vet t and many more that have been mentioned or will be mentioned below* ^ 
Clipped forms of two or three syllables/fall into four types, {Tbere are. 
none that I know of which have more than three syllables, and even the 
three-syllable ones are not common* )• , First, there is the type which has 
a final vowel [i], orthograph.cally -j^, "_i, or -ie * This final vowel may 
be part of the source word or an adr^ition to it; ho distinction is made 
here. Examples ; . ^ ' , 

alky ' (alcoholic ajldict) 

t ' 

Aussie (Australian ) 

benny s (benzedrine tablet i 

Caddy/ -ie {Cadillac) 

carny (carnival worker) 

Chevy * (Chevrolet) 

Cincy - (Cincinnati) ' 

civvies (civilian clothes) ^ 

comf y ' , (comf*ortoblD ) 
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/ 



1^ 



commie/ 
deli 
divvy ^ ■ 
hanky 
Indy 

juvie, juvey 

marvy 

middy 

movie 

nightie 

Okie 



'{coipmunist) 
-I 

{delicatessen) 
<diwd^^) : 
(handkerchief) 



4^ 



(the Indian£ipolis 5peedwey) * " 
(juvenile delinquent) 

■ '■ ■■ -{ 

(marvelous) " r 

(midshipman) 
(moving picture) 
(nightgown) 
(Oklahoman, especially a migren-t faro'tiy 

that state in the '^^^'^^^^ 
(Philadelphia) 



^ Philly 
preemic 
^ telly [-Br,] 

und:es 

A bit less common is the type which ends with a vowel [o}, either^ as' 



(premature baby) ^ 
(television) 
(underclothes ) * 



a portion of the original ferin or as an addition: 



aggro 
ammo 
anthro 
combo 
demo 



[Br,] 



(aggrfeflsil^'nesfl) 
(ammunition ) 

(anthropology) * 

(combination) 

(demonstration [model], [political^ 
demonstration ) 
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disco 


4 


. (discotheque ) 


hippo 




(hippopotamus } 


intro 




- (introduction ) 


limo 




<li(nousine) 


tneyo 




(mayonnaise) 


memo 




(memorandum) 


(nimeo ' 




(mimeograph) 


mono 1 




(mononucleosis ) 


photo 




(photograph) 


polio 




(poliomyelitis ) - 


promo 




(promotion) 


rhino 




(rhinoceros ) 






(slow-motion replay) 


stereo , 




(stereophonic' system) 


tempo 




(temporc^ry building}* 



Then "ti^cre is a 'type of clipced form vath stress on the second syllable - 

(of two) oj: thi^d (pf ^three): binocs binoculars), delish (s delicious), 

* " - » 

_e_xajn_ (= examination ) r -g ^^-^ (ss^cxecutive officer), lenit (= leTitimt^te ) , 

photon {= ahotographer), the British matric (= matriculation), and the 

military term attrit, v/hich is defined this way in The Parnhart Dictionary 

of New Frwlish sincf^ weai" down by attrition; weaken by harrassment 

or abuse*'* The. fourth type o1^ polysyllabic 'clipping has prirhary stress 
V * ^ 

TV 
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on the fdrst syllable and middle stress on the second syllable, (of two) or 

thitd (of three); ' * 

; / ^ . acJvert [Br,] * (advertisement) _ ' ' ' 

\* ■ ■ co-ed " , (female student" in "a co-educational institution) 

. ^ co-op ■ (cD-operative associ^.tion) 

' * ' ' . ** ♦ t 

econ ^ - - (economics ) . , 

intercom^ (intercommunication system) 

*fi5ncom ■ / (poncornnissioneH officer) 

prefab * (prefabricated structure) 

recap * (recapitulation ) 

reheb (rehabilitation), ^ * 

At' least sqne pf these w^re previously pronounced with primary stress on 
the, end syllable (e.g,, advert , co-ed ) , and it is perhaps significant that 
"what I first heard as prj?cjp I hi^vc since heard several times rendered as 
precip . 

Most clipped forms are from the initial portion of the source v^ord and 
most are one^yllable long, Moreover, mq^t of these end with a consonant* 
Exceptions are rare^ the flu ; hich was mentioned before and pr o, for 
professionnl , which, if it preserved the following consonant, fnxght not be 
distinct from pjof t for profesror * Almost always, then when the source 
word contains one consonant between its first vowel snd its second vowel, 
the clipped form cont-ains that consonant — the cut is made after that 
intervocalic consonant. Examples: be£iut {^) , bo d ( y) t chF;m { istrv ), cig ( aret ) t 
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^[also ciggy/cigqiel * cuc (umbc_r) f drthoqa:aphj,CiaIl.v cukgL . fad C er^l ). 

* \ ' > < . 

f eTn t inahe )^ frat C grnjjby ) , JapC ^nese ) . lab ( Qratorv ),' lib C eration ) [= liB (,^raXl t 

Tnatht em^ticsT ) [maths In British use], Tned^dcal ) C= jing fc[ ( icina }] > Tn od ( em ) * ^ 

pen Citentiarv )^ prep ( arQtorv ) , prof (e_s sQr )% 'promi ( en^de ) > rgf ( eree_) , 

8ec ( Qnd ) t stup ( id ) [orthographically stupel > triq C onOTne'try ) ^ vga^li^^i^^i 

■wii^h a .plural sign attached: caps for "capital le^^ersj," knucks for ^^t<nucklest" 
• ■ * . ■ . 

pocs for "mocassins," . " * ■ ' . ' * . 



When the source v^ord ,has a sequence of two cohsonants .be4:vyteen 'its first 
and second vowels ^ the clipped form preserves both consonants or o^ly the / 
first 'of theTn,^^. depending oh their relative sonority* Generally 



r oaiy trie / 

7 / 

JQlquids t)\ 



and glides )i) jp^^ more ^sonorant than nasals (m, r^},*3nd nasals are more 
sonorant than obstrueiTts (stops artf frica^kves), Ijfhen the sequence of consorfants 
is such that a more sonorant consonant precedes a less sonorant one, both 
consonants are preserved in the clipped form* When the second consonant 
is less sonorant then the first one,tOr when the tvo consonants ara of * 
the seme degree of sonority, only the fiVst consonant appears in the 
clipped fortn, V^fhen the second consonant is less sonorant thf»tn the. first 
one, or v/hen the two consonants are of the same degree of sonority, only 
the first is retained in the clipped formv Let*s examine the specific cases 

Liquid follovHFed by nasal: dorm t itory ). pe_rm( anent ) t porn ( oQrr-^phv ) ^ j 
Liquid follD\9^Qd by obstruent: n.ixc ( otics a. c r en t) [orthographicqlly also rjarjj, 
perc ( olate ) [(Orthographically ^erkj , serq j eript ) [orthographically sargej, 
tarp ( nulin )t tut£( cntine^) , In all the&c examples the liquid is t} 1 hnve ■ 



t 

f 
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fbund only one example of as first member Df thn clMster; talc(um). 



n 



Nasal follov/ed by obstruent; bronc ( o ) , quint ( uolct ) , simp ( leton ) , ump ( ire ) , 
> vaTnp ( ire ) . ■ But the^ phonological constraints of English have to be observed, 

x ■ " 

f 

When a non-permitted finjSl cluster would bccur, there is a different 

treatment. Both - convict and confidence (in the phr<ase confidence artist ) 

are clipped to con- , English hcis no final sequence of -nv or a ^nf , so that 

neither *conV nor *conf v;ould be a possible v/ord» We may note, too, that . ^ 

combo (from combination ) must have an added vowel because the conso'nant 

cluster mb does not occur fin^ally in modern English** I have found only 

one instanoe ^f a source word v;ith nasal + obstruen*t whose clipped form 

retains , the nasal but loses the obstruent: b ^enny from benzedrine ^i^,* 

Obstruent follo'^sd by nasal""the nssal is not retf^inedj a c^ f minjgtr'ation } , 

sub ( m^rine ) . tech ( noloqic^l institute )* Obstruent followed by liquid: " 

\ 

lub ( ricate ) [orthographically Iubo1 , f-e t ( ropolitf^n ) , mic ( roohone | | orthographicclly 
mi kel , nuc Cl es r wpapon ) [.orthoqraphically nu kel , prop ( ress ) « pup ( lic house ). 
Quad ( ranqle ) . rec ( rGation ) , svnch ( ionization ) , vib ( rgtion )s [orthonraphically 
vibes] , There is nothing suprising, of course about the fact that the 
na^al or liquid consonant is dropped since Duch sequences as or b^ do 
not occur in final position. in English words. 

Obstruent follov;ed by glide: I Viave found only one instance of* a 
clipped form in vjhich the cut 'htfc been made between an obstruent and a 
followit^g [w] , prrks for DCrQudr>it<^3 , ExompleG of obstrycnt and a following 
[y] Jwtjich is itself followed Ijy the vov/el [u] ) lire morr ' cornmon; f '"^b ( ulojus ) , 
PQp ( ulr>r ) . rnq { ul--tion )g, rcn ( ut.-^tion ) , trih f une ) , vnc ( uum ). 



ERIC 
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I t ' 

'Irfhfen |y] is lost after [d], palatalization does not caccur, " Thus we have 

^ ^radr*3nd not qraj- ^ for graduate , and similarly phys ed for physical ecjucotj^on j 

sked for schedule t 5ome might prefer to descrj^e this in the> framswork of 

^^^enei^tive phonology*^ and say that deletion of the abstract, underlying 

segments following d^ occurs before a palatalization rule can take effect* 

Others would say that clipping is influenced by orthography: the letters 

follovang are cut^ away and the resulting statnp-?words are given the pronun- 

■ '* * 

ciation one v;oul(i expect* The two nodes of describing are of course not 

irreconcilable. We should note that the clipped forms of sociology , serosa nt. t 

refrigerator / and nature 11 v- '- sosht ^ saroe , f ridoe . and natch ', respectively— ^ 

have palatal consonants in final position* 

HS%al followed by nasals Qvm ( msium ) is the only example I have^ 

Examples of obstruent followed by obstruent are numerous: ad^ ( vertiserrent ) t 

CQp ( tain ) , doc (tor ) , pp ( tic art ) . pcc { tQral mu^cle )s^ sgs C ter ) , spe c( tpcle )l^, 

strep f tococcus ) , In eadh case the first obstruent is retained, the second ^ 

cut away. It should be noted that such possible forms as capt and d pct 

would be pronounceoble .within the general rules for permitted sequencer; of 

r 

consonants in English* But in tl^e process of clipping there seems to be 

a tendency to reduce to just one obstruent in final position, yielding forms 

which require les3 effort to pronounce* * , 

On the phonological side, then, the process of clipping exhibits * 
certain preferences: the short form is moytf likely to be from the-beginning 
of the source v;ord thon from the end, and more likely to be f rOm the end 
than from the middle; the clipped form is likely to be one syllable long, 



2t 
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oxtxf longer to fall into one of W-'v^frifr small number of patterns* If 
monosyllabic, jdt is almost cert^'Jo to end with one consonant; if it ends with 
two consonaYits, the first is mtrte sonorant thsn the second* The clipped form 
shows all the phonological, ctjpstraints which exist for longer wotds in the 
language; in fact, clipped forms are somewhat on the conservative s*ide* ^ 

If, nov/, we turn io the " grarranaticaj^ and semantic aspects ^of this ' 
shortening process, we finci considerably more variety among the products 
of the process* In some cases the clipped form is essentially identical in. 
meaning and range of use with the source form; qVlft does not differ appreciably 
from gymnasium^ and I see no difference between a ref and a referee ; mono ■ 
means the , same as mononucleosis , £Ol io the same as pol ioiTiye li^t is * In other 
cashes, however, the clipped form is more restricted in occurrence and/ot^in 
meaning than the word from which it is derived,* In still other cases the 
phorter fom has taken on v/ider use and additional meanings^in a few case^ 
t6 the point of being no longer identical with the word from whence it came* 

Restrictionc first* The word confidence hns been shortened to con , but 
only in a few set phrases liVe coh artist , con name; con does ^ot replace " 
con fidonce in the full- range of that wordVs opcurrences* Similarly, knucks 
stands for knuckles buf^only after bjnss; lieutnnont is shortened to looey , 
but only when f i r_s t or second precedes; 02_ stands for o p ti^ but only in the 
term op art , and for pppocite in the strange pew ncjme, 0£ ed , the page of a 
newspaper opposite the editorial page, which features articles by columnists; 
po[^ means popular but occurs only nop art , po p culturn . , 

- ' ■ / ■ ■ ■ ' ■ 
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perhaps a few cjthers; prog does duty for progress tin the term prog rc!port . 
but does the clipped form obcur otherwise? A recroation room becomes a 
rec ropm t but recreation is not reduced in any other context^ synchronization 
becomes SLvnch in the phrases iri s^ynch and o u t "df^ -^s ^ cb> but not'much more* 

- Ther6 are oiTher less specific kinds of restriction* The word beauty, 
for insfance, can be an abstract non-countable noun or a concrete countable 

il££iii' 5he *s a beaut is only d concrete countable* Xombo is 

from combination but only as a combination of musicians* Similarly, _v_ibes_ 
refers to musical or mystical vibrations transmitted by sc»ne congen^l 
person, place, or event, but hMdly to the vibrations of a freight train 
passing close by» VamP t s word of the 1920*s, meant vampire i but only in 
the secondary sense of ''seductive wc3man," not in the original sense of 
^'blood-sucking nocturnal v^anderer from the grave**' The word second is sn 
ordinal number and also a unit of timef the clipped .form se,c has only the 
latter m£3aning» Cat>tain , doctor , and sister can be shortened 'to* cap , doc t 
and sis^ t respectively, but only,' 1 think, as vocatVes—rather irreverent 
vocatives, in floct* More exaTTiples of such restrictions can easily be found* 

The clipped form may, on the other hand, show an expansion in the use 
or the meaning of the form from which it is derived, t!onsider, first, the 
expansion of part-of-speech. Divvy comes ■v.from the noun dividend . yet it 
is usedlboth as noun ( a divvy ) and as verb ( to divvy up^ ) , Similarly the 
word lubg_ is both noun'and verb; does it come from both ljjbr^^x:/^tion and 
' lubricate , or just ond of them with later expansion of tire clipped form? 
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Vihstever t|ie answer, we may note that recap means both recapitulate and , - 
recapitulation and that ^ rche^b means rehabilitate and rehabilitation t 
Sometimes the part of speech does not expand but simply changes* The words 
bachelor y psycjiolocTV y rapport , and xtlvQ^- utjjan are nouns; from them come, 
respectively, the verbs to^ bach it , t^o nsv ch^ojjt ^ , t^ q , rgp « and r e v u p^* 
And we should add here that long, long ago the name Canterbur^V was 
respTJnsible for the shorter verb t o canter . The Gdjective uncouth , as In 
to ho ^uncQutK , Jnas strangely, upon , shortening, become a noun, to have {or 
not hove) c out h, and the adjective stupid has likewise yielded a n^w noun, 
stupe , ^he other way around, froT\ the noun c^^^ion comes the adjective 
cushy , L suppose, too, one micht say th=^t str^ep_ , >^s in strep throat , is 
an adjective derived from the noun .streptococcus , ■/ 
The clipped form sometimes has a msaning rather different from that * 
of the, original word. Often the moaning differeVice is affective rather than 
in denotation and accordingly hard to define. Such v/ords as hankie , undies , 
ninhtie , Jjimnies h£ve a meaning that might be vaguely defined aj "cutcness** 
in addition to their straightforv; rd denotations. Perhaps the snme is true 
for such nouns as tod^ for body , n o cr for rrvacjazin^ mayo for rF>ayonnaiBP , 
prez for, jire^ident nnd for adjectives like comf V t deli':h , fab , loQne_y , and 
marvv (recpectivoly, cor:^forl->blr , deliciour , f;?bulQU5 < lunatic , marvplDuG ) , 
There is certainly an affective mctining in such proper names as PhjLlly « 
Cincy , Frisco , and Chi ond in such names as Cadcfy « Chevy , or J arj , Names 
for groups of people, such as Jnp_ or Hex , Aussie or Dj<iQ_ , may carry strong 
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attitudinal mganings> reflecting whatever^: viewpoint ihc speaker has* 

^ • 'J f \ - ■ 

Occ0sionally the clipped form hc^ become semantically separated from 
its source, word, as standard 'discUssionS^t' of this topic invariably points out* 
A van is not now a carayan, a sports fan is not necessarily a fanati^, a wh^z 
is not really^a v^izaird, and nobody vjho attends a senior j^rorn nowadays will 
be.lif^ely to see a'promenade* It is not necessarily the, clipped forrn which 
shoisrs a change of me*aning; the, ad jective mod apparently encapsulated, a few 
years ago, somebody's idea of what w^ modern; bit the meaning of modern is 
always changing; the word mod is now somewhat pa&se# 

Finally, we have clipped forms >/jhich contain an added semantic? feature ' 
because, 'apparently, they come'f?om a phrase or-compound through the processes 
of ellipsis and clipping together* The word alky , for instance, obviously 
comes frotn alcoholic , but the semantic source is something like alcoholic 
a^ddict" (and not, for instance, alcoholic beverage ); coed derives from 
coeducation ( a l) , but the meaning suggests that there was at some time a term 
like coc^ciucationni r^tudcnt , t^ith erf implicit semantic featdre ^^feminine* - 

— ^ 

I have a list of such clipped forms which derive, semantically at least, 
from compounds or phrases and which contain more meaning than they display: 

caps {capital letters) 

' \ 

carnie (carnival worker) 

civvies (civilian clothed) 

comp (comprehensive examination) 
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co^op r 


(do-operative a|^socir!tion) 


demo 


(demonstration model) 


fed 


{federal government Employee) 


intercom 


(intercommunication system) 


juvie " J 


(juvenile delinquent) 


nark f 


(narcotics ag'ent) * 


non-cpm 


{non-commissioned officer) 


nuke 


(nuclear weapon) 


parkie (Br* ) 


(park-keeper) f 


pecs 


(pectoral muscles) 


perm 


(permanent wave) 

* 


preemie 


(premature baby) 


prefab 


j( prefabricated building) 


premed 


(premedical student) 


pub 


(public house) 


slomo 


(slow-motion replay) 


tempo 


(temporary building)* 


typo 


Ctypographicol error)* 



In shorty the forms in my cJ^ta show a rather rigid conformation to phonological 
norms; the ways these fdrms are, used are innovative^ unpredictable, creative* 

' * * - 
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